
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE        

Attorneys Janet I. Levine and Jeffrey H. Rutherford Join  
Kendall Brill & Kelly Law Firm as Partners 

Award-winning Litigators Expand White-Collar Defense and High-Stakes Commercial Trial 
Practices at Leading L.A. Litigation Boutique 

 
LOS ANGELES – (April 26, 2018) – Kendall Brill & Kelly LLP announced today that Janet I. Levine 
and Jeffrey H. Rutherford, two of the region’s top-ranking white-collar defense and commercial 
litigation attorneys, have joined the Los Angeles-based law firm as partners, expanding and 
enhancing the firm’s white-collar defense and high-stakes commercial trial practices.   

Ranked among the nation’s leading lawyers in white-collar defense and government 
investigations, Ms. Levine is a trial and appellate attorney with extensive experience handling 
litigation involving securities, health care, tax fraud and public corruption matters.  

Mr. Rutherford is recognized as one of the region’s top criminal and civil trial attorneys.  His 
practice emphasizes high-profile political corruption, antitrust, heath care, money laundering, 
and civil and criminal False Claims Act cases.   

Both are Fellows of the American College of Trial Lawyers.  

“We are enormously pleased that Janet and Jeff have decided to join KBK,” said Richard B. 
Kendall, KBK co-founding partner. “Their proven record as outstanding trial lawyers fits perfectly 
with our firm’s mission, which is to win cases for our clients, efficiently and consistently.”  

“We have known and admired Janet and Jeff for many years, since we squared off against each 
other in the federal courts as fledgling assistant U.S. attorneys and deputy federal public 
defenders,” he added. “After leaving public service, Janet and Jeff have built very successful 
white-collar defense and trial practices. They are also proven leaders, as demonstrated by their 
contributions to the opening and growth of a successful white-collar defense and commercial 
trial practice in Los Angeles.” 

Ms. Levine is a former deputy federal public defender who, in private practice, has successfully 
represented corporations, politicians, judges, directors, officers, executives, and licensed 
professionals in wide variety of industries. 

“Having both teamed with and opposed KBK’s lawyers for years, I have enormous respect for 
their skills and judgment,” said Ms. Levine. “Jeff and I are confident that there are few, if any, 
litigation boutiques in the country with stronger trial advocates and a better track record of high-
stakes wins for corporate clients.” 



 
 

Mr. Rutherford also served as a deputy federal public defender before entering private practice, 
where he has focused on white-collar criminal defense, complex civil litigation, and civil and 
criminal jury trial work. 

“I have long admired the KBK team for its commitment to its clients and its outstanding legal 
work in high-stakes litigation,” Mr. Rutherford said. “KBK has earned its stellar reputation in the 
legal community, and Janet and I look forward to being a part of the firm’s continued success.” 

Throughout their careers, Ms. Levine and Mr. Rutherford have received numerous honors, 
including being ranked among the state’s best attorneys.  

Several leading legal publications have recognized Ms. Levine as one of the best lawyers in white-
collar defense and investigations, including the National Law Journal, which named her a White-
Collar Trailblazer in 2015. The prestigious Chambers & Partners ranks her among California’s top 
litigators for “White-collar Crime & Government Investigations.” The Los Angeles Daily Journal 
has ranked her among the Top 100 Lawyers in California and the Top Women Lawyers in the 
state. She received her J.D. from Loyola Law School, where she graduated summa cum laude in 
1980. 

Chambers also recognized Mr. Rutherford as one of California’s leading litigation lawyers for 
“White-collar Crime & Government Investigations.” He’s received multiple honors for his work, 
including a litigation victory ranked as one of California’s Top Verdicts by the Los Angeles Daily 
Journal in 2014. He received his J.D. from the University of Minnesota Law School, where he 
graduated with honors in 1995. 

About Kendall Brill & Kelly 
KBK is a Los Angeles-based litigation boutique founded in 2009. The firm litigates complex trials 
and appeals for top corporations, law firms, public entities, executives, board members, artists 
and entrepreneurs. KBK is regularly retained by high-profile clients to perform cutting edge legal 
work typically reserved for Big Law legal firms, including with respect to entertainment, media 
and copyright litigation; complex commercial litigation; white-collar defense and internal 
investigations; legal malpractice defense, and appellate advocacy.  For more information, please 
visit www.KBKFirm.com 
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